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Summary
In 2006, a mass balance monitoring programme was started on Mullwitzkees glacier (47.09°N, 12.38°E) within
the core zone of Hohe Tauern National Park. The investigations on Mullwitzkees record the annual surface mass
balances and interpret them in the light of the local weather conditions. The glacier is mainly exposed to the south
and located on the south side of the main Alpine ridge, which is a weather and also a climate trend divide (AUER et
al., 2007). Winter, summer and annual mass balances are determined for the hydrological years by using the
direct glaciological method with ablation stakes, snow pits and snow depth soundings (HOINKES 1970, CUFFEY &
PATERSON 2010). The glacier covers an area of almost 3 km² within an elevation range between 2700 m and 3400
m (FISCHER et al., 2015).
The mean annual specific glacier mass balance during the past 10 years was -820 mm w.e. (water equivalent), but
shows great variance, from -1599 mm w.e. in one year to an increase of +117 mm w.e. in another. These extreme
differences in mass balance were observed within two successive years 2013/14 and 2014/15 (Fig. 1, Tab. 1),
resulting in an increased interannual variability, in contrast to earlier publications (STOCKER-WALDHUBER et al.
2013). A comparison of the annual summer and winter mass balances suggests that the annual mass balances of
this glacier mainly depend on the ablation season (Tab. 1). This means that the state of Mullwitzkees is mainly
driven by summer temperatures and summer snowfall events at the glacier. Snow accumulation during the
accumulation season can be seen as the basis for the annual result, as it affects the length of the ablation season.
The first ten years of measurements on Mullwitzkees revealed that the glacier state is close to equilibrium if the
accumulation area ratio is close to 50% (Sc/S ≈ 0.5), a condition which was almost reached in 2013 and even
exceeded in 2014.

Figure 1: Spatial distribution of the most positive (left Fig.) and the most negative (right Fig.) annual mass balance during
the first ten years of direct mass balance measurements on Mullwitzkees. The mass balance is coloured gradually in 50 cm
w.e. increments within the ablation zone and in 25 cm w.e. increments within the accumulation zone.

627

Table 1: Characteristic numbers of summer, winter and annual mass balances on Mullwitzkees (STOCKER-WALDHUBER et al. 2016); S: area, B: total
mass balance, b: specific mass balance, ELA: equilibrium line altitude, Sc/S: accumulation area ratio; indices: c: accumulation, a: ablation, s:
summer, w: winter; >GN: above crest level.
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