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The key to staying out of trouble is often within your reach! But, out of laziness
or - even worse - arrogance, we ignore it and end up unwillingly paying the price.
Poor Mr Birdwhistle experienced this first hand, when he saw his dream holiday,
which was meant to be a relaxing break from employee work, turn into an actual

“life lesson”, with a few unexpected bruises. This happens because we would

often like to do what we want, without too much effort, and without the effort of

following the rules. Moreover, if they are unwritten rules, like the rules of the
woods, things become even more complicated. In Lofty Haven, however, there
are rules, and we decided to put them in writing so people can follow them.
They include no flying in the areas where birds of prey make their nests, so that
we don’t disturb them during brooding. There is also a rule to only ride bicycles on
the designated trails, avoiding high speed, out of respect for those who prefer to
experience nature by walking or picking mushrooms, but also to avoid damaging
the trails and the flora and fauna. In the car, especially in mountain areas, driving
at moderate speed is essential to avoid unpleasant accidents with animals which,
following trails unknown to us, may suddenly cross the road. These are just a few
examples describing the many possible types of interactions with animals or other
people who use the territory according to patterns that are different from
ours - which means that sharing these spaces requires precise rules, besides
common sense. Understanding that we are not above the natural environment, but
rather a part of it, leads us to respect others, whether they are humans, animals
or plants. This awareness helps us to avoid negative and painful consequences,
but it also helps us to see the wonder of this world, full of opportunities that go
beyond the “postcard” images in our minds. Our friend Birdwhistle learned this
lesson well. Next time, he will surely listen to the advice he receives, and will be
happy to return to Lofty Haven better informed and ready to discover a shared
mountain environment, full of life thanks to being intact in all its parts, and that
we are privileged to be able to share.




WHAT A DUMP!
INFERPNAL MACHINE/

( BIPDWHISTLE,
WHAT ARE YOU
DOIN&?

erep’
2 FIXING THE &
) COMPUTER! ,’
IIF
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IN MY OFFICE!

I'LL DEAL
WITH YOu

= BIRDWHISTLE,

T HAVE BEEN WATCHING YOU!
YOU ARE STRESSED.
YOU NEED A BREAK!

WHAT 6AVE
YOU THAT
IMPRESSION?

TAKE A WEEK OFF! 60 SOMEWHERE PEACEFUL! LIKE
"BLISSFLL WOODS", UP IN THE MOLINTAINS! THAT
\ WAY WE CAN GET SOME PEACE AND QUIET, TOO!
I & WHAT DO

YOU MEAN 8Y
*HOLIDAY"?

THE QUIET OF THE MOLINTAINS AND WOODS
_ WILL EET YOU BACK ON YOUR FEET.. /

OR I'LL KNOCK YOu
OuT MYSELF/

FOR A WEEK! PHEW!

BIROWHISTLE!
ARE YOU MOVINE?
WHAT 600D NEWS!

WELL! I THINK I MANAGED
TO PACK THE ESSENTIALS

I'M OFF!
OFF WORK,
TO A BLISSFLUL




A FEW
HOURS LATER.

| j A\ - wow!
..WHAT A NICE PLACE!

I FEEL BETTER
ALREADY!

AND SOON... " BEFORE HEADING FOR MY BLINGALOW,

I'LL ASK FOR SOME CLLINARY % ' -O?U RIS:
¢~ INFORMATION

INFORMATION! sSLURP!




MY NAME IS POPPY, AND I AM HERE TO
HELP YOU FIND OUT HOW TO ENJOY

WELCOME TO BLISSFLL WOODS!

YOUR STAY AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE!

[

BLISSFLUL WOODS
HAS SO MUCH MORE
THAN FOOD TO OFFER!
HERE, THIS
GUIDE...

THANK YOU!

WHERE TO &0 FOR THE
BEST LUNCH AROUND
HERE AND..,

y BUT T ONLY WANT TO KNOW

m

HUMPH!... ’
AS IF YOU HAVE TO STUDY sg\:\‘é é&%{?{ﬁ@f
& .
Lt e NOW WHAT ABOUT
THE FOOD?

' ..CONTAINS
AOVICE AND SOME

QULES ON
PESPECTING THE

ENVIRONMENT/

THE
“"&OLDEN MUSHROOM”
IS THE BEST
PLACE IN TOWN/
AND DON'T FOREET,
IN THE 6UIDE
YOU'LL FIND...

HMM...
THIS euy...

BUNGALOW 18/
MINE! WHAT A
NICE GARDEN!




AFTER UNPACKING
HIS BELONEGINGS...

T ALWAYS /
ENVIED
THOSE FEARLESS Q -
PARAGLIDING 0y
HEROES!
I WANT TO GIVE
IT A €O/

=

HOW HARD CAN IT 8E?

YOU JUST JUMP OFF,
PULL THE LINES...

THE BOLUNDLESS
SKIES APE




E0 AWAY!
( eo FInD youe 1N
OWN sky! />

)})}' TAL7E

& _5\

NO! NO/
HELP! HELP!
HE'S MAKING HOLES
IN MY PARAGLIDER!

| HEY, WHY ARE

HI THEQE = > YOU BUEEING

LITTLE THE EAGLES?
CREE! AND

HE DOESN'T

EVEN TASTE

POPPY:
eUT THEY
STARTED




THERE WAS A CLEAR SIEN ON THAT CLOLUD!
AND THE eéUIDE I éAVE YOU CLEARLY PROHIBITED
PARABLIDINEG IN AREAS FREQLIENTED B8Y LOCAL

BIRDS OF PREY! I 6UESS YOU
DIDN'T PEAD IT, OID YOU?

~——

WHY DON'T YOU TRY
SOMETHING DOWNIN THE
VALLEY, SOMETHING LESS
INTRUSIVE AND DANGEROUS...
FOR YOU AND THE
ANIMALS!

I READ -
THE TITLE,

BACK ON
THE GROLND..,

WHAT X
CAN I DO NOW
TO RELAX?
HMM... MTB...
WHY NOT?

I COME,
MOLINTAINS
AND VALLEYS/

YEAHHH/

WELL I PACKED
MY SUPER BIKE!

THIS WILL
BE GREAT/




Moo.f

:D OUT OF MY WAY,
D coucH
V4
s TATOES. .

| @,
\ < 4

-
[ )




SNIFF/ LUCKY
THE TREE
_ WAS HOLLOW/

EHM...

I SEE YOU APE
STILL BREAKING
THE RULES...

POPPY?
IT'S NOT MY FAULT!
I WAS JUST RIDING
N\ MY BIKE AND...

" AND T 8ET YOU
STILL HAVEN'T READ
MY BOOKLET!

OO I NEED
A BOOK
TO RIDE
MY BIKE?

ALL THAT STUFF
IN SUCH A L)
LITTLE BOOK? 4

YOU NEED TO KNOW WHICH TRAILS DO SOME READING, THEN YOU'LL ENJOY YOUR
YOU CAN RIDE, HOW TO RIDE THEM, HOLIDAYS! AND SO WILL EVERYONE ELSE
HOW TO RECOGNISE % STAYING IN BLISSFUL WOODS! WHY DON'T
BURROWS, AND.., /. YOU TRY SOMETHING THAT CAN'T DO
> N\ ANY DAMAGE? GOING FOR A WALK,

FOR INSTANCE! e




7 8UT YOU'RE
Ag.8..8E.
A BEAR!

BE MORE PEACEFUL,
RELAXING,
AND TASTY?

WATLT... WHAT _
AM I SO SCARED OF?
HE'S JUST A
BLINDLE OF FLP!

TIME TO GET
SOME 600D CHERE
PICTURES FOR MY BEAR! HERE!

)\ GRANDKIDS!




€0 ON, BERTHA,
e0/ éET OUT
OF HERE/

you
AGAIN?
WHERE DID

DON'T YOU KNOW YOU SHOULD
NOT BOTHER THE PUPPIES OF
ANY ANIMAL SPECIES?
THE PARENTS ARE NEVER FAR/
AND IF YOU ONLY HAD
READ THE GUIOE...

I CAN'T TAKE A STEP
WITHOUT CAUSING TROUSBLE! I'M
GOING BACK TO THE COTTAGE! I'LL ENJOY

Asour!

MAYBE YOU
COULD DO SOME

SOME SUNSHINE, THE SWIMMING READING!
POOL AND THE FLOWERS! YOU KNOW WHAT
I'M TALKING

I SHOULD HAVE
THOUGHT OF THIS
EARLIER! THE GARDEN,
THE BARBECUE, THE POOL,

LOTS OF SLINSHINE
7 N N\ AND.. PELAXATION!




Ry

THERE! I CAN

" FEEL MYSELF RELAXING N\
ALREADY! T'M RELAXING...

I AM OEFINITELY

BUT THE cp

OISeurs

WHITE SHEEp
PLA|

UEL FATE,

€D AS

HAS OTHER
NS, ..

SISTERS,
LOOK AT THAT
MEADOW
OVER THERE!

sLugP!
WHAT ARE WE
WAITING
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THAT'S
CURIOUS! SOUNDS
LIKE.. AN AGMY OF )

LAWNMOWERS! /

R
'\
' &
A
Lo
-\
A

GASP! A HORDE
OF HLINeRY SHEEP
RLINNINE STRAIEGHT
TOWARDS ME!

: NO/ NO/ éET OUT
OF MY GARPDEN/! LEAVE MY
DAISIES ALONE/ MY TULIPS/

4
FLEECY DESTROYERS! THEY'VE D s

WIPED OUT MY MEADOW/ BONE/
ALL MY FLOW... CHEEKY PESTS/
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NOW I'LL
SHOW you!

T MISSED
THIS MORSEL! /4

; TSK! TSK! \
THIS TIME I CAN'T
B8LAME YOU!
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WE ARE TRYING TO FIND A SOLUTION TO MANAGING
OuRr FLOCKS SO THEY DON'T
DAMAGE THE CROPS!

OH, GREAT!
BLACK
AND 8LUE 8UT..
FOR ONCE...
INNOCENT/

BUT WHY DO YOU KEEP POPPING UP EVERY
TIME SOMETHING HAPPENS TO ME?P

MY DEAR
FRIEND! THIS MAY BE
A REMOTE VILLAGE,
BUT YOU'RE NOT

T’LL INVITE YOU ONCE AGAIN
TO READ THE BLISSFUL
WOODS GUIDE AND...

AND I'M HUNGRY!
WHY DON'T YOU JOIN
ME AT THE EOLOEN
MUSHROOM?

SEE YOU SOON! THEN WE

WITH PLEASLIRE!

CAN TALK ABOUT...

LIKE A
 BROKEN RECORD!

T MUST HURRY, |
I'M A BIT LATE!
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WHAT
CROSSING?

THAT WAS CLOSE! Xy
COULD YOU PLEASE
GET OUT OF

COME ON/ I'M IN A HLIRRY! AND I PAY |~ ~
MY TAXES (NOT THAT YOU CARE/ e /Y DpIpYyou
; A4 HEAR HIM?
HE'S IN
A HURRY!
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| NO/ NO/ .
A WHAT ARE YOU

ARE YOU
) OK?

OH, YES! T'M LOVING
e S THE MOLINTAINS/
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I'M SORRY YOU'VE HAD A HARD TIME, 8UT
MAYBE NOW YOU UNDERSTAND...

MAYBE I WAS A BIT LAZY
AND ARROGANT! IF I'D
FOLLOWED YOUR ADVICE..,

/. YES,BUTALLIS N\
NOT LOST! YOU STILL
HAVE A FEW MORE

YOUR GUIDE MENTIONS EVERYTHING!
AIR SPACE FOR BIRDS OF PREY, RESPECTING
ANIMALS, RULES TO FOLLOW...

YOU'VE ALREADY LEARNED A FEW THINGS
AT YOUR OWN EXPENSE...
AS FOR THE REST...
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« IT'LL READ
CAREFULLY
50 I DON'T MISS
A THING - BESIOES
USING MY
COMMON SENSE!

/..THE MOLINTAINS \
/ AND VALLEYS WILL
8RING YOU NOTHING |
8uT JOY! Vg ),
WELL DONE! "7
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EURGPEAN RECIONAL DEVELORMENT FUND

The AlpBioNet2030 Alpine Space project has the main objective of studying the
ecological connectivity throughout the Alps, and identifying physical, natural and social barriers
that currently prevent concrete implementation throughout the territory.

By ecological connectivity, we mean the discipline that studies the potential of a specific territory to
guarantee an ecological continuum of natural environments, and at the same time the minimum area
required to ensure that flora, fauna, and even human beings may enjoy a high-quality living space.
In light of this, the project is intended specifically to identify the existing barriers and, at the same
time, put forward concrete measures capable of overcoming them and building them into a strategy
shared by all Alpine towns. This objective was translated into the identification of
Strategic Alpine Connectivity Areas (SACA).

In relation to the Work Package Thematic 5 (WPT5), guided by Eurac Research, particular importan-
ce was given to the study of social, environmental and economic factors, which may hinder the
implementation of actions and projects intended to support ecological connectivity at a local level.
The main types of interaction between man and the natural environment that could potentially turn
into conflicts were identified. The project areas involved groups of high school students and
local stakeholders, in order to explore the level of consciousness and interest,
and to open dialogue on the topic.

The work presented here, in the form of an illustrated tale, is intended to capture the attention of the
“youngest” (but not only), through a simple and fun form of communication. The objective is to reach
a broad public, in order to favour a process of increased awareness and appreciation of the
issues concerning wildlife and any possible interactions with man in sharing a limited space.
Through exciting adventures, the leading character deconstructs the idea of a picture-perfect Alpine
location, making us aware of the issues linked with possible interactions, as well as of the opportuni-
ties provided by living in a biologically intact natural environment. The presence of wildlife
emphasises the concept of limiting anthropic activities in the mountains in order to allow free
movement to flora and fauna. Accepting the challenge of a limit, correct information and solid
motivation are the elements that make coexistence possible.




Based on an idea by Isidoro De Bortoli, Filippo Favilli and Federica Maino,
researchers at the Eurac Research Regional Development Institute,
coordinators of Work Package 5 of the AlpBioNet2030 Alpine Space project.
Email: Isidoro.debortoli@eurac.edu
Email: Filippo.favilli@eurac.edu
Email: Federica.maino@eurac.edu

Moreno Chisté
A comic-strip artist and illustrator, he worked for The Walt Disney Company ltalia,
drawing stories for the “Topolino” (Mickey Mouse) weekly comic book.
He also collaborated with Warner Bros., creating illustrations
for the paper processing and merchandising sectors.
He currently works in the licensing sector, designing new brands for international markets.
He lives and works in Trento (ltaly).
www.morenochiste.com
https://www.facebook.com/Morenolllustration/

Nino Russo
A screenwriter for The Walt Disney Company ltalia, he is one of the
most prolific writers of Disney stories, with more than 1000 of them.

Aside from this business, he also works on projects dedicated to publishing of children’s books.

He lives and works in Milan (Italy).

Email: ninovartis2@libero.it
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